
Jonny Zygen - Guitarist
The Early Days
I started playing guitar around the age of eleven. I never planned to be a guitarist, my dad could play and I was always picking up one of his guitars and messing around on them, it just went from there really.
My dad gave me this really beat up old Martin Colletti jazz-type guitar to start with, then as I progressed he bought me a red Stratocaster copy guitar from Modern Music in Dudley for my fifteenth birthday.
As kids we did the usual a-couple-of-mates-at-school-trying-to-get-a-band-together thing that never went anywhere. The first serious band I joined aged just sixteen was called Bad Reputation– a covers band and all older than me in their 20s.
After that I joined Jensen Stream, a prog-rock band based in Stourbridge. Jensen Stream was a very ambitious project, in that Phil Dunkley the vocalist, had written a book called Simon's Time and wanted to turn the book into a full blown Rock Opera! We recorded some demos at Loverock Studios in Brierley Hill for it and at one stage the homeless charity Shelter were interested in using one of the songs as well.
I couldn’t complete the project as I had a motorcycle accident when I was twenty two and that pretty much put me out of action for the next three years! In the end six years passed, as I'd stopped playing the guitar completely.
Then out of the blue I got a phone call from Jim Clarke the bassist from Jensen Stream– he was putting together a new prog-rock band called Blind Earth, I did say I hadn’t picked up a guitar since I last saw him six years ago, but he was pretty insistent I come over and that we catch up and have a listen to his demos.
So that started me playing again. We found a singer named Debra (can't remember her last name) who was a classically-trained opera singer with such a powerful voice she didn’t need a PA system– talk about loud! On drums we got a guy called Wayne Simcox.
After Blind Earth finished I did some session work for the studio we used to rehearse at.
So that was the late 80s - 90s!
Into the Millennium
The year 2000 is where Birthrite comes into my guitar journey. Originally when I joined they were called The Naz and consisted of two keyboard players, a drummer and Erazamus Voss on vocals– as it progressed members came and went. 
Eventually we settled on a line-up of Erazamus on vocals, Statik on bass, Lee Heath on drums and myself on guitar. We recorded an EP and what eventually became the If it ay Bost– Dow Fix it album, the title of which reflected our Black Country roots. We then called it a day in 2004 
After that I did a couple of covers bands, Full Metal Racket with Ivor Robinson on vocals, Hellztone with Statik on bass, and Most Wanted with Eddie Smith on vocals formerly of Stryder.
I also joined a couple of original bands for a short while; Zenekyst, a heavy metal band, and then a black metal band called Nex Sepulchrum that almost got signed to some dodgy German record label.
Roll on 2010 and Birthrite 2.0 comes into being. THE social network of that era was Myspace, it was a great tool for bands at the time, so I put together a Myspace for Birthrite just to see what reaction it got. Within days of it being up I got offered two gigs for a band that didn’t even exist anymore! Unfortunately our drummer wasn’t available, so I bluffed the promoters saying “the drummer is away on holiday, I’ll get back to you as soon as I get hold of him”. I phoned up Erazamus and Statik– they were up for it. So with the first gig six weeks away we looked for a drummer and in the meantime rehearsed the set. A drummer was found with two weeks to go before the first gig and we were in business again.
We rebranded ourselves and opted for the Steampunk look for this Birthrite re-incarnation.
We got picked up by Stoke On Trent-based filmmaker Chris Stone for his twelve-part vampire series called Blood and Bone China, set in The Potteries, with our song Goodbye Happiness as the intro and outro music. The band members made cameo appearances in one episode, we also played at its premiere in Stoke-on-Trent.
We appeared on the news programme BBC Midlands Today where we did an interview about Steampunk.
Birthrite called it a day again in 2019.
After that I formed VampiricA with Mark Guest on drums– who is the current drummer with Birthrite! Debra Bartlett joined on vocals with Stephen Perrin on bass.
The pandemic happened and everything went, err… a bit sideways! Stephen left and Conner Byrne joined on bass– Debra left and Kate Southall joined on vocals.
Kate and I started doing some acoustic versions of VampiricA songs which then led to us forming a gothic folk duo called The Hagley Wood Vampires, we later morphed into an electronic duo.
Some of the previous bands Ive been in:
Bad Reputation
Jensen Stream
Blind Earth
Zenekyst
Nex Sepulchrum
Rock of Ages
Full Metal Racket
Hellztone
The Naz
Birthrite (twice)
VampiricA
The Hagley Wood Vampires
Influences, far too many to mention!
Celtic Frost
Ritchie Blackmore
Gary Moore
Reeves Gabrels
Tin Machine
Pink Floyd
David Bowie
Vivaldi 
Beethoven

