
Markus Kain - DRUMMER
A brief musical biography
The first song I ever remember hearing and actually listening to as a small child was Maxwell’s Silver Hammer by The Beatles in my Dad’s car. That probably set me up for a taste in ‘alternative’ music straight away!
In April 1998 I went on a school trip to Germany which required a 12-hour coach journey and a further 10 hours in a service station when the coach broke down! With 22 hours of solid boredom to tackle every kid on the coach who had a portable CD or cassette player with them had soon listened to all the music they brought with them twice over, so we started to swap with each other just so we could listen to something different. It was here that a friend of mine passed me a Metallica album and I was hooked. I went completely off the mainstream, stopped watching Top of the Pops and discovered the wild world of Rock and Metal!
Fast forward a couple of years and by 2002 I was at college and Nu-Metal, Pop-Punk, Kerrang Radio, MTV2, etc. were all the rage and so called ‘alternative’ music was at the height of its popularity… and as such everyone wanted to be in a band, me included! I played bass briefly in an indie outfit called Said & Done with some college friends but we never really got anywhere other than our local open mic night!
In 2004 a friend of mine who was a drummer invited me round for some drinks after work and let me have a bash on his drumkit, commenting that I seemed to take to it pretty naturally. Later that year after being both brutally dumped by my girlfriend and having my car stolen, I thought “Fuck it! I’m gonna do something nice for me!” bought my first starter kit, hit it with sticks every night and really enjoyed it!
After about 6 months of practice and a handful of lessons/pointers from local music shop owner (and Stourbridge drummer/local legend) Dave Donovan I advertised on the internet that I was looking for a local band and in 2005 got picked up by Wolverhampton-based classic rock band Headlong. It was around this time I really got into classic rock and metal (70s & 80s mostly) discovering that the original is most often the best!
The band itself went through a couple of incarnations and was a bit ‘on again, off again’ over the next few years, at one point splitting up entirely and reforming with a new line up. I was fortunate enough to be included in both though. Although we were pretty rough round the edges we were often cited as having a great deal of potential and although it ultimately came to nothing. Headlong gave me that valuable first experience of performing live in front of audiences and some valuable contacts in the local music scene. 
This paid off as one of the former members I used to play with, (the incredible guitarist Mark Broome) eventually contacted me in the summer of 2010 explaining that his current band Undue were making a name for themselves but were parting company with their drummer and needed a replacement ASAP. I jumped at the chance to work with him again and the next two years saw a vast improvement in my skill and portfolio as we started doing more and more high-profile gigs including a Kerrang Radio unsigned showcase in Birmingham and a brief spell of a few months as the most downloaded European artist on numberonemusic.com (and two of our songs getting some radio airplay on a coastal radio station in Canada for late night fishing boats apparently?? ...so I was told anyway!)
Unfortunately, despite our success, by 2012 Undue had disbanded due to professional disagreements on how the band should move forward, and I was headhunted by another local band: Primer who we had shared a stage with at a charity event for the Sophie Lancaster Foundation the previous year. They were also in need of a new drummer and a female fronted band with more of a Metal sound than a Rock sound presented an exciting new challenge. A challenge that I greatly enjoyed and got many gigs with for the next three years. Including a headline set at Liverpool’s world famous Cavern Club.
The end of 2015 however posed new challenges and ‘real life’ got in the way of music. I had committed to a new, more demanding, day job, bought a house and was making plans to get married which unfortunately left little time or money to continue indulging in bands. (Especially being as we were doing it for the love of the music rather than making any profit) As such I informed Primer a band I had intended to leave by the start of 2016, but agreed to stay with them and play all gigs they had booked until such time as they found a new drummer.
This led to a very symbolic departure from the band as my last live performance with them saw me somewhat bizarrely play the first half of the set then quite literally “pass on the sticks” to my replacement to play the second half– he had only been in the band long enough to learn half the songs!
My musical career was placed on hiatus for the next few years but I kept in practice with a few appearances for Lightside a more relaxed, light, acoustic rock band that started as a one man solo-artist project by Carl Grocutt-Clark, the singer from Undue.
Carl had gone solo after Undue but wanted a full band backing for a studio album he was recording and a couple of follow up live gigs to promote it. As such he called on his former band mates to see if they could help out. (As I recall he had also recently got married and I drunkenly agreed to do it while out on his stag night, waiving any payment for my services and telling him it was a wedding present!)
After a few years with my ‘nose-to-the-grindstone’ in my day job, I was in a more comfortable place financially and was able to pick up the sticks and commit to playing regularly again. I put the word out that I was looking for a new band and gig promoter Ivor Robinson (the absolute nerve-centre of the West Midlands unsigned band scene) put me in touch with former Birthrite guitarist Jonny Zygen who was starting a new project. He was interested in a female fronted metal band and my work with Primer had caught his attention. We got along very well and Vampirica was formed in the summer of 2019.
Vampirica was a great band that I really enjoyed but it was a bumpy ride! A couple of false starts due to founding members leaving before our first practice meant the project almost never got off the ground at all. Changing line-ups and a certain global pandemic made things even harder, but we soldiered on for a couple of years until finally Jon and new singer Kate settled into a calmer 2-person outfit that were much more capable of finding gigs at shorter notice in smaller venues. Eventually, after a mutual agreement to part ways, Vampirica’s final appearance together was in November 2022. 
After taking another year out I again started looking for new projects but by now I had grown more mature (or maybe more cynical?) and I wasn’t in a rush to join a band. I’d reached a point where I would rather not perform at all than perform in a band I wasn’t completely invested in. After a couple of invitations/auditions to other local acts that didn’t work out for one reason or another, Ivor came to the rescue once again and put me in touch with a certain individual named Erazamus Voss who was looking to breathe new life into a band named Birthrite.
After arranging a couple of meetings with the would-be members and a couple of practices I quickly signed on for the long-haul in Autumn 2024, as I could sense there was something very special about this band and a style of music that suited my tastes very well! Also as a former Birthrite member himself Jonny Zygen of Vampirica endorsed me and recommended me to the band which helped to seal the deal. (Cheers for that Jon! I still owe you a pint for that mate!)
In January 2025 the all new Birthrite played its first ever live performance together. I know I’m biased but in my opinion it was bloody awesome! And things are only going to get better from here…
My likes and likes and influences:
Def Leppard
Rolling Stones
Metallica
Alice in Chains
Stabbing Westward
Guns n Roses
Billy Idol
Other bands I’ve been in:
Headlong
Undue
Primer
Lightside
Vampirica

